
Counselor’s Corner- June 2018
Salem Drive School 

                          Summer Learning Tips for Parents 

It’s hard to believe that the end of the school year is here and summer is upon us.  Did you know that children 
lose up to two months of essential math and reading skills during the summer months?  Check out these 

learning ideas that you can do at home and in the community to keep your children active and learning during 
the summer months, and ensure a good start for the new school year.   

 
Read at home every day. 
Help your child pick books that interest them, set reading          
goals, and reward their efforts. Start a family book club. Read           
a book, watch the movie, and talk about the differences with           
your child. 
 
Visit a library.  
Libraries have more than just books. Your child can         
experience technology and create new things. Sign you and         
your child up for the library’s free summer programs so you           
can explore and learn new skills together. 
 
Keep a summer journal. 
Have your child keep a journal about the books they are           
reading, their favorite summer events or activities, and the         
new friends they’ve made. 
 
Look for free or low-cost activities near you. 
Take trips to your local museum, aquarium, zoo, park, or          
nature center. Encourage children to write about their trip and          
what they thought about it in their summer journal.  

 
Plant a garden. 
Start simple with a tomato container garden or fresh herbs          
grown on your kitchen window sill. It’s a great way to           
encourage healthy eating with your child. 

 
Use counting skills in daily activities or errands. 
Find creative ways to practice math. Baking a cake? Let your           
child help count out the ingredients or minutes to mix the           
batter. Turn a grocery trip into a math lesson. Use coupons           
and help your child determine the discount. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Volunteer together. 
Volunteering builds life skills and compassion. Help spruce a         
school or a local park. Collect supplies for a shelter or serve            
food at a local soup kitchen.  
 
 
Be active. 
It’s important to help your child stay physically active all          
summer long. Get outside with your child. Take a nature walk,           
ride bikes, or check out your community’s parks and         
recreation programs that may offer many fun options. 
 
Get creative. 
Let your child’s imagination soar. Turn everyday household        
items like cardboard tubes into rockets or old socks into hand           
puppets. Let them make up their own songs or dances. 
 
_________________________________________________ 

 
Thank you to the Salem Drive students, parents, and staff 
for another wonderful school year!  It is a pleasure and a 

privilege to watch our students grow academically, 
socially, and emotionally.  We have another exciting year 
planned for the 2018-2019 school year. If anything arises 
during the summer months and you are looking for some 
information or assistance, please feel free to check out 

the elementary guidance website for some helpful 
resources and a list of children’s books.  Have a safe, fun 

and relaxing summer! 
_________________________________________________ 

 
Important June Dates 

June 20, 21, 22 & 25:  12:45 Dismissal Days 

June 25:  Last Day of School 

 

 

https://lrcpolk.com/summer-learning-ideas-for-the-home/ 
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